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The Great Fifty Days
Easter to the Day of Pentecost
by the Rev. Paul Nancarrow, now retired, formerly of
Trinity Church

It is not a question we ask all that often. Sometimes
church people will ask each other "What are you
giving up for Lent?" But we rarely turn it around
and say "What are you lifting up for Easter?"
"Easter" is the name of a season, not just a day, and
the season of Easter is fifty days long, lasting right
up until the Feast of Pentecost, which in this
calendar year falls on June 5. During those Fifty
Days we continue our celebration of the good news
of the Resurrection. And during those Fifty Days we are invited to practice the
celebration that we preach, to read and meditate and pray about the joy of new life
that is at the very center of our Christian being, and to live that joy in all our daily
actions. There are spiritual practices that are just right for Easter, just as there are
disciplines that are appropriate to Lent.
This Fifty Days, I encourage you to try practicing gratitude, holding moments of
pure thanksgiving in your heart, grateful to God for the gift of life and new life.
This Fifty Days, try practicing generosity, giving out of the sheer abundance of life
revealed in Jesus' Resurrection.
This Fifty Days, try practicing hope, assured that in even the most difficult social
and communal and personal circumstances, God is planting seeds of new growth.
This Fifty Days, try practicing creativity, participating with God in the work of
bringing new out of old, light out of dark, building-up out of what had been broken
down

Come, see the place where

the Lord lay.

Matthew

Sunday Services are Weekly at 11 AM
Fellowship in the Parish House follows Sunday Services.
May 1, 2022 – The 3rd Sunday of Easter
Holy Eucharist with the Rev. David Elphee, Celebrant

May 8, 2022 – The 4th Sunday of Easter

Mother’s Day
Holy Eucharist with the Rev. Dr. Paul Weber, Celebrant

May 15, 2022 – The 5th Sunday of Easter
Morning Prayer, Rite 1 with Mr. Eric Swortzel, Officiant

May 22, 2022 – The 6th Sunday of Easter
Holy Eucharist with the Rev. Dr. Paul Weber, Celebrant

May 29, 2022 – The 7th Sunday of Easter
Holy Eucharist with the Rev. Dr. Chip Prehn, Celebrant

In Our Prayers Today & This Week
Emerson Hart, Howard & June Ratcliffe, Dan Pittman,
Royce, Don Parrish, Cathy Morrison, Mary Clark,
Gillian Taylor, Rex & Joe Paul Wittington, Nela Fraticelli,
Dan McGann, Anna, Lois, Barbara Morrison, O’Livia Pittman
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“The Church of the Good Shepherd is a growing, caring church in the
Anglican tradition which strives to know Christ & to make Him known
by Worship, Christian Formation, and Service to others.”
Our Mission Statement

Happy Birthday to You!
May 9: Josalind Zimmerman

Tithe & Offering Report for April 2022
“Ascribe unto the Lord the honor due to His name.
Bring offerings and come into His courts.” Psalm 96:8
GENERAL FUND OFFERINGS $ 1,307.35

EXPENSES $ 1,287.47

We are all aware of the pinch of unexpected cost increases right now.
Rising costs and inflation have affected everything, including our most precious ideas
and goals in life. While the Church Treasury is still healthy, we are not receiving the
same support as in the past. Sometimes people come unprepared to give an offering.
Sometimes we forget. Sometimes we have been faced with the unexpected. Please
remember that all of us together are needed to keep the mission and support of the
Church strong. Please consider making up offerings if you are not present and if you
are able to do so. The Blessings of the Lord deserve that praise. Consider giving a
special additional amount sometime over May and June to help to close our shortfall.

Thank-You for your faithful use of time, talent, and treasure.

The Anglican Way is the Way of Intentional Christian Living
Fr. Paul Nancarrow’s recommended spiritual discipline for Eastertide is to “meditate and pray
about the joy of new life.” Our Anglican heritage sees the Church being societies of prayer,
conscience, and commitment and thus equips us for a life that can be lifted up as an Easter
person; someone who truly lives as though Jesus dwells with us.
What follows is the spiritual practice of “The Examen” where we live each day intentionally as
a Christian and acknowledge that Jesus is alive and truly alongside. St. Ignatius of Loyola
fashioned this form but monastic communities have long held similar ways of life.
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Welcome Back the Reverend Dr. Walter “Chip” Prehn III
Guest Celebrant - Sunday, May 29
The Rev. Dr. Walter L. “Chip” Prehn and his wife Celia
reside during portions of the year in Texas and now
also in Middlebrook, Virginia. Chip graduated from
Nashotah House and was ordained in the Episcopal
Church in 1985 and served as a parish priest for twelve
years. These years included a vigorous teaching
ministry, including work as instructor in Historical
Theology at the Bishop’s School for Ministry in San
Antonio from 1993-1996 (Anglicanism 1700 to
Present). Prehn responded to a powerful call to enter
Church School work in 1996. The late Jennings
Waggoner directed him at the University of Virginia,
where he earned a Ph.D. in History. Prehn is an
authority on the educator William Augustus
Muhlenberg (1796-1877), whose school-making movement founded in 1828 gave rise to
some of the premier “Church schools” in the United States. Chip is on the Board of Directors
of The Living Church Foundation which publishes the Living Church Magazine. He has
authored numerous scholarly and popular articles and sermons found in print and online,
including on The Living Church’s website. He is currently working on two novels and is a
published poet. When in Texas he has served as the part-time vicar of St. Mark’s Church in
Coleman.

Do You Have an Upcoming Family Event
And Need A Gathering Space?
The Parish House is available free of charge to members for private functions. The
capacity is 60 people. A $40 cleaning fee is payable. To reserve a date please see Eric
Swortzel, Jr. Warden. Reserved dates will be placed on the Kitchen Calendar.

Sidewalk Section Replacement
Cracked-open sections of the sidewalk are going to be replaced sometime in the next
two months, and smaller cracks will be repaired. The cost is not prohibitive and the
repairs and replacements will have great benefit for many years to come.

Our 100th Anniversary is Coming in 2023
In anticipation of our 100th Anniversary next year the Vestry wants to encourage
everyone to dream up some ways to celebrate. We’ll be jotting the ideas down on a
chart in the Parish House. Dream Big – and Celebrate!

-5-

Memorial to a Friend
by Bob Mules

We took a thought-filled drive
one bright and sunny day.
We traveled to my home town
some fifty miles away.

We watched with deep emotion
as the Flag he held so dear,
was folded and presented
to Phyllis, seated near.

We traveled there to say “Goodbye”
to a friend who’d gone before;
we traveled there to say, “Well done!”
“Now enter Heaven’s door.”

We stood at stiff “Attention”,
as the Rifle Squad fired salute.
We watched in admiration
as the Guard stood resolute.

Doug had been my school-days friend,
I’d known him all my life.
He had four lovely children,
he had a loving wife.

We listened, still, as “Taps” was played;
and as notes rose high,
we watched a lonesome eagle
soar slowly ‘cross the sky.

Doug served his country honorably,
dressed in his Air Force blue.
He served his country willingly,
as countless others do.

Doug Fuller was a classmate with Bob Mules and
was a 25 year Air force veteran. The last verse
actually occurred during the July 2006 Service.
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