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February is a favorite time for showing love.
Christians can show the world what love really means.
Let’s sit at the feet of Jesus to learn about it.

The 10 Minute Sunday School
“Loving The More Excellent Way”.
By Doug Desper

The English word “love” means many things to us. To some it’s a vague wish, and to
others it’s a commitment. For we English-speakers, “love” is all over the place in its
meaning and living. It has inspired and comforted us and it has sadly been twisted
by some for selfishness.
It was 2009 and I was on the Vestry. The Sr. Warden at the time had the idea that
we on the Vestry should take a list of the “mostly absent” and just call them to let
them know that they were missed at church. My family to contact was young, had
been to church a little, had their kids baptized, and hadn’t been heard from for
about a year afterwards.
I ran into the family at J.C. Penney and a restaurant, and each time I let them know
they were missed and wanted back at church. The replies were always positive. I
heard over the months of contacts, “Oh we just love everybody there and you’ll see
us.” I was encouraged about their interest. A few more months went by
and….nothing. Time went by and I called, and their words flowed, “I just love that
little church. We’ll be back.” Time went by and….nothing. Finally, after nearly a
year of the contacts and promises I called again and, yes, heard again, “We just love
everybody there.” Having heard that for almost a year I said the truth, “If you love
something, isn’t it worth your time?” There was silence, and then a short response,
and then “Click”.
A priest at the time helped us to understand that long year of broken promises and
stated, “People get upset when you question their fantasies”.
The problem with the English word “love” is that can become a mere fantasy or
nostalgia without having any real proof.

A Deep Dive Into the Bible:
In the Bible, the word “love” does not get to be a mere fantasy. It is spoken and
written with very specific, unmistakable meanings. There are, for example, three
Hebrew words for “love” in the Old Testament, and four Greek words in the New
Testament that are translated as “love”.
Each has a head-to-heart action
depending on the word for “love” used in that passage of Scripture.
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The 4 Greek New Testament Words for Love:
Eros:
Philia:
Storge:
Agape:

erotic, passionate desire.
comradeship as friends and equals.
concern, empathy, and hopes of parents for children.
self-emptying and giving for the needs of the others.

The Greek word for “love” in John 3:16 is Agape: “self-emptying & giving for others”.

“For God so (emptied Himself for the world) that He gave His only Son, that
whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
Jesus talked about “love” for others 3 times: twice in John 13:34 and once in John
13:35. Can you guess which Greek word is used for “love” in this passage?

“I give you a new commandment: love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you must also love one another” (John 13:34)
Jesus teaches Agape as the kind of love that should be among believers.
In short, our love for each other is to resemble how God loved us first. As a Church,
our love should be self-emptying for the needs of others, and for the mission of the
Church that Jesus came to build. What will families and communities be like if Agape
Love is invited in?
In 1 Corinthians 12:31, Paul describes Agape as "a more excellent way".
Don’t we all need “a more excellent way” of love like Paul referred to? The next
time we use the word “love” it can be what we have learned at the feet of Jesus. In
all of our relationships, love can mean more than nostalgia or emotions. The Jesus
way of love means that we empty ourselves for others because God first emptied
himself and chose us.

Explore Further:
Order C.S. Lewis’ “The Four Loves”, available on Amazon.
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Sunday Services are Weekly at 11 AM
February 6, 2022 – The 5th Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Eucharist with the Rev. David Elphee, Celebrant

February 13, 2022 – The 6th Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Eucharist with the Rev. Dr. Paul Weber, Celebrant

February 20, 2022 – The 7th Sunday after Epiphany
Morning Prayer with Mr. Eric Swortzel, Officiant

February 27, 2022 – The Last Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Eucharist with the Rev. Dr. Paul Weber, Celebrant

Fellowship in the Parish House follows Sunday Services.
In Our Prayers Today & This Week
Emerson Hart, Howard & June Ratcliffe, Dan Pittman, Royce,
Don Parrish, Danny Morgan, Cathy Morrison, Mary Clark,
Gillian Taylor, Rex & Joe Paul Wittington, Nela Fraticelli,
Dan McGann
Please see Tea Howell to keep our
Prayer Life current and active. If someone can be
added or removed, please let her know.
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“The Church of the Good Shepherd is a growing, caring church in the
Anglican tradition which strives to know Christ & to make Him known
by Worship, Christian Formation, and Service to others.”
Our Mission Statement

Happy Birthday to You!
16: Margaret Mules 19: Paul Weber

Stewardship Report for January 2022
“Ascribe unto the Lord the honor due to His name.
Bring offerings and come into His courts.” Psalm 96:8
GENERAL FUND OFFERINGS $ 1,115.09

EXPENSES $ 1,327.07

Please remember that all of us together are needed to keep the mission and support of the
Church strong. Thank-You for your faithful use of time, talent, and treasure.

Due to the Winter storm cancellation of Worship, our January offerings were below
usual giving. Please try to “make up” offerings when Sundays are missed.

Mission & Outreach
“For the Benefit of Others”
The February Ingathering is non-perishable
packaged food for the Verona Food Pantry, of
which we are a member. Please place your
collection in the Parish House.
For more information: http://vcfp.us/
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